
Oh Lord My God, when I in awesome wonder, 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

(Carl Boberg, 1885; Trans. Stuart Hine 1949) 

 

 The words of this great hymn convey the proper overwhelming sense in which the wondrous Creation 
of God should transform us directly into a response of awe and praise from mind, body, and spirit.  The writer 
sees and hears the wonders of nature with his body, considers with his mind what all this implies, and responds 
with songs from his soul. 

 But is this worshipful response happening in our Christian 
congregations today?  I believe this kind of response to the 
/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
people and wherever congregations of believers are gathered.  
Such power can even unify believers who differ on lesser matters 
as we all look up outside of ourselves at the same wonders and 
respond with the same praise.  As an astronomer, I have felt the 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άōƭƻǿƴ ŀǿŀȅέ ōȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ 
distant galaxies, or even by just looking up at the array of stars 
overhead on a dark moonless night and sensing something of the 
άōƛƎ-ƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  

 There are impediments to realizing the fullness of this 
kind of worship experience for many Christian congregations 
today.  I believe four of the main culprits are ignorance, 
distraction, controversy, and uncertainty.  Let me start with the 
first, and clarify up front that by ignorance I am simply referring 
to being uninformed, rather than the sometimes more negative 
connotations of the word.  How up-to-date is the scientific knowledge of average, educated, committed 
evangelical church members and pastors?  Americans, both adults and schoolchildren, are not ranking 
ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
our technological achievements and resulting gadgets, but true comprehension of scientific principles and 
recent discoveries is not a strong part of our culture and national conversation these days.  This is reflected 
directly in what kinds of things are (and are not) discussed in church.  In my own generally very good church 
experience growing up in mainstream America, I can only remember science and nature being discussed in a 
general way (e.g., we should look at the beauty of flowers and mountains and animals and thank God), except 

(Spiral Galaxy NGC 1309, with background 
galaxies.  Credit: NASA, ESA, The Hubble 
Heritage Team, (STScI/ AURA) and A. Riess 
(STScI))   
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ŦƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ όǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
monkeys!).  That was a while ago, but how are science issues handled today?  Do pastors speak about the 
evidence from cosmic background light for a spectacular beginning to the universe?  Are the genetic codes 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ άōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘέΚ  !ǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
advancements in nanotechnology and biotechnology and medicine subjects for discussion of good and poor 
ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ άƴƻέΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΣ ȅŜǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
seemingly more relevant to the daily lives of parishioners are often driven by current technology and scientific 
advancement, and an informed congregation can better understand how to praise, pray, discern, dialogue, and 
serve. 

 Related to being uninformed is the condition of distraction for many evangelical Christians today.  The 
distractions of overloaded schedules, pressured jobs, divided families, and even church environments of 
entertainment-based worship and activities can impede a lifetime of quiet listening, learning, and 
contemplation.  If there is no encouragement from church leaders to learn and incorporate nature and current 
scientific discovery into contemplation and praise and service, then there will be no space available in the lives 
and activities of congregants for what should be the resulting awe and praise. 

 But what does it mean to be informed ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ  ¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
this has implied a direct relation to controversy, the third reason science is not often inspiring worship these 
ŘŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƛƴŦƻǊƳέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 
congregant, discernment about which authority figure to believe can be difficult.  Many times Christians are 
presented with a clear and strong implication that scientific conclusions, especially on issues related to origins 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ά²ƻǊƭŘέ ŎŀƳǇ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ƻŦ άDƻŘΩǎ ¢ǊǳǘƘέΦ  !ƴŘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ άƪƴƻǿέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǊƪ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ  ά{ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ώΧϐΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ώΧϐ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΤ ōǳǘ ²9 ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǿΥ  DƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΗέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴȅ 
serious consideration of a scientific understanding of the development of the universe and life implies that one 
ƛǎ άŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ  Lƴ 
Scripture, however, never is the study and experience of nature seen as somehow antithetical to knowing and 
following the Lord; just the opposite in fact! 

 This often boils down to the correct interpretation of Scripture.  Through sermons, radio spots, television 
shows, and literature, evangelical Christians are hearing adamant messages conflating the acceptance of 
modern scientific discovery with worldly compromise, or else providing alternative ideas that are not entirely 
satisfying.  From Young-Earth Creationists, they hear that a literal reading of the Biblical creation account is the 
only correct one, so all scientific discovery must be reinterpreted to fit a recent Creation.  But this robs them of 
the sense of awe we glean from the magnitude of space and time revealed by astronomy, geology, and fossils.  
From the Intelligent Design community, they hear the message that life (and perhaps the entire universe) is too 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ 
inputs of information into the natural world.  This implies that somehow natural processes must not be fully 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
άǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΣέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ōȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ 
an adequate explanatory tool for natural history, the controversy will in fact become real.  They are then 
surprised to find out from either advanced scientific study or from the Theistic Evolution voices that in fact 
there is no great controversy in the scientific community about the basic structure and timeline of the natural 
history of the universe and life; that in fact there need be no theological debate about how God brought (and is 



bringing) the universe and life into being, rather, the issue is whether God is in fact real and responsible for all 
we know and are.  And yet even this unifying message can sometimes seem to gloss over the central 
theological issues of suffering and death and fallen-ness in Creation.  So every approach to origins and 
evolution evokes some difficulties and challenges with which the Christian congregant must grapple. 

 Beyond these issues of Origins, Christians also face genuine ethical issues related to science and 
technology:  for example, should an infertile Christian couple seek modern fertility treatments that result in 
unused embryos?  Some issues involving science and technology become politicized as well, which can be 
extremely polarizing.  So with differences of opinion and different voices about science all appealing from 
both within and without an evangelical congregation, pastors and teachers will often either avoid serious 
scientific discussion (who wants unnecessary, divisive controversy?), or else will choose one particular 
viewpoint and preach it (thereby alienating anybody in the congregation who would like to consider other 
views). 

 Perhaps less divisive than controversy is the general concept of uncertainty, which makes church 
leaders timid about venturing into discussions of science.  There is simply no easy theological answer for why 
genetic codes get fouled up, why the plate tectonics that continually shape our continents also drive 
earthquakes and destruction, which technologies are ethical, and whether God may sustain and redeem life in 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
sometimes destroy life is difficult to explain when you are facing someone suffering directly from disease or 
natural disaster.  The idea that human life has only been around for a small fraction of the history of life on 
earth or an even tinier fraction of the history of the universe is hard to address, given that our Scriptures focus 
ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΦ  Iƻǿ ƻǊ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
topics, when there is no clear way to bring closure to the discussion, and when it is easier to simply ask a 
congregation to Praise the Lord for the beautiful day? 

 And yet I believe it is important to rejuvenate our congregations with a sense of joy and unity in 
contemplating the magnificence of Creation, with forefront scientific knowledge.  Since God is responsible for 
all nature, there is nothing to fear in studying the details; in fact God calls us to study his handiwork as a 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ tǊŀƛǎŜΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
and wonder, as a primary response of our congregations to scientific discovery.  There is much to be gained by 
instilling a positive view toward science in the Church: 

 

I. Studying the Creation can show us the nature of God.   

 ¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛŜǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ Ƙƛǎ 
ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪέ όtǎŀƭƳ мфύΦ  !ƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ς his 
άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ς is clearly revealed through what has been made (Romans 1).  Therefore 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜ άŜȄǘǊŀέ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ  ²Ŝ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƘŜǊŜΤ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
activity has caused immeasurable confusion and division.  The limits of science should be clear, but often are 
not discussed that way.  Science addresses the processes, content (matter and energy), and forces of the 
physical world.  It is an invention for the systematic study of nature, and is not designed to address anything 
outside of the physical world (e.g., a spiritual realm).  To point out natural processes that science cannot yet 
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explain should be an invitation for more scientific study with the aim of getting to a scientific explanation 
(thus avoiding the faulty path of seeing God only where science is ς usually temporarily ς not giving 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎύΦ  .ǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ άǿƘŀǘΣέ άǿƘŜƴΣέ άǿƘŜǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ άƘƻǿέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴ 
a cause-and-ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǎŜƴǎŜΤ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άǿƘƻέ ŀƴŘ άǿƘȅέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
existence of a magnificent and ordered Cosmos that we can study and comprehend can imply, for many, the 
existence of a divine creator, and for Christians the coming of Christ makes that creator a very personal 
Being.  While science itself cannot address or prove the existence or non-existence of God, there are other 
compelling reasons, looking at nature and experience as a whole, for many people to believe in God.  And 
from that perspective of faith, the Creation itself will reflect the nature of God.  So what could we learn 
about the character of the Creator God by what we have discovered in the universe?  This is subjective, but I 
believe there are several characteristics of the Creator that one could glean (not scientifically) by 
considering the universe in which we live: 

 

¶Powerful 

¶Creative 

¶Creates and Loves Beauty 

¶Patient 

¶Faithful 

¶Desires Freedom 

¶Enables Life 

¶Loves 

 

Let me elaborate on these points. 

 

 Power is hard to describe, but when we consider that there are over 100 billion galaxies in the 
universe, most with hundreds of billions of stars, all the eventual result of an enormously energetic 
initial flash of energy over 13 billion years ago, great power is evident. 

 Creativity is seen in the very processes themselves.  Stars, for example, are not only shining balls of 
gas; they are also factories where heavier elements that we rely on for life are produced.  What a 
brilliant mechanism! 

 Beauty can be seen in everything from spiral galaxies to snail shells to mathematical equations of 
motion.  The fact that beauty exists and that we are able to recognize and appreciate it has 
interesting implications for the purposes of Creation. 

 Patience is implied as we now can see, through careful astronomical study, the slow (to us) 
formation and maturation of galaxies and stars over billions of years, leading to our life-bearing 
planet, where fossils and formations tell a tale of a slowly changing Earth.  Yet faith reminds us that 
God has been in charge this whole unimaginable time, knowing that each of us, and our Savior, 
would eventually appear. 

 Faithfulness is implied by the very stability of the universe, and the fact that we can study it knowing 
that fundamental forces and principles like cause and effect are stable and reliable, making our lives 
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possible and meaningful.  In fact we live in what appears to be a very finely tuned universe. The 
physical constants that describe how the forces of nature work with high quantitative accuracy are 
exactly right to allow life to exist and evolve and thrive for a meaningful length of time.  Even tiny 
deviations from their measured values would have precluded life.  One could try to explain this away 
by imagining that there could be a very large number of other universes, each with different 
fundamental constants and forces, so that this one that enables life as we know it is a statistical 
ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊǳŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ άƳǳƭǘƛ-ǾŜǊǎŜέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
character that even one universe within it would be a birthplace for life.  

 

Within that framework of faithfulness, however, we see basic principles allowing freedom and resulting good 
and bad consequences; quantum mechanics and chaos theory have revealed a world of uncertain or 
unpredictable outcomes at fundamental levels of the physical world. 

 And then there is the existence of Life.  However one believes life came about, it is undeniable that at 
least one planet (and maybe many others) harbors flourishing life.  It appears that the universe was infused 
with that potential from the very beginning, and the last 13.7 billion years has seen the playing out of this 
resulting drama, as galaxies, stars, and planets formed, and as life appeared and diversified on the scene on at 
least one planet.   

 This all points to a God who loves, who desires living beings to exist, to recognize beauty and wonder 
in the universe, and to eventually respond in personal relationship to their Creator. 

 

 

LLΦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Humanity faces tremendous moral dilemmas today, most of which have a scientific relevance.  As 
followers of Christ, we understand that our lives are entrusted to us for a short time, and that we will give an 

(The Omega Centauri star cluster.  Credit:  NASA, ESA, and the Hubble SM4 ERO team.) 
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ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ  {ƻ ŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
on Earth, it is essential to have knowledge and wisdom 
to shape the impact of our lives. Are we polluting the 
environment by our lifestyles?  Clear studies of the 
relationship of how we live and the environmental 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
service?  A well-intended project to provide irrigation or 
livestock for one needy people group may well end up 
polluting and destroying an ecosystem downstream.  
Scientific understanding can foster wisdom for the best 
choices of lifestyles and service.  And informed Christians 
Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ άǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ 
when it comes to difficult ethical dilemmas.  For 
example, farming systems that intensively confine 
animals may offer a promise from agricultural science of 
more food production to feed more people.  But 
informed Christians can rightly cry foul, because the 
sciences of animal behavior and medicine clearly show 
that such confinement is inhumane and thwarts even 
minimal natural social and physical needs of animals, and 
environmental science shows that pollutants from such 
άŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŦŀǊƳǎέ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛǎ 
violated. Thus by combining compassion and prayer with broad scientific understanding, wisdom and clearer 
discernment will equip the Church for effective discipleship and social leadership. 

 There may be strong differences of opinion, between equally committed believers, as to the right use 
of science and technology.  Should we genetically modify plants and animals, to provide a more abundant 
food supply?  Should we design sophisticated weapons that can unintentionally destroy innocent lives?  
Should we use medical technology to prolong life at all costs?  Such challenging issues can be an exercise in 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǿŜƛƎƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
opinions and concerns of others, without necessarily condemning alternative points of view.  In this way the 
Church can also set an example to the nation and the world of how healthy, respectful dialogue can foster 
productive progress in addressing difficult public issues. 

 But how important are these issues, if the return of Christ is eminent?  This is a realm of theological 
understanding that can affect whether some churches consider stewardship of technology and 
environmental protection as an important mandate of God, or even relevant to the future, if in fact there 
may be no long-term future of the present Earth.  This requires careful teaching on the balance between 
embracing Godly stewardship principles with the intent to bless the world now and for many, many 
generations to come, while at the same time becoming spiritually ready to join the Lord however soon that 
may take place. 

 There is yet another realm of Christian discipleship in science, and that is simply the joy of exploration 
for its own sake, or rather, as a means of discovering and sharing what God has done.  Sharing the wonders 
of Creation, as scientific discovery reveals them, is a great service to others.  Since I am an astronomer 
studying distant star-ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

(Earthrise:  our beautiful, fragile planet, as seen from 
lunar orbit.  Credit: NASA/Johnson Space Center) 

Science as an Instrument of Worship: Can Recent Scientific Discovery Inform 
and Inspire Our Worship and Service?    
BY JENNIFER  W ISEMAN  

6 

The BioLogos Foundation Å www.BioLogos.org/projects/scholar-essays  



asked by citizens of the public why we should spend any time or money on studies of outer space while there is 
ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΥ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
effort exploring the oceans or the forests or distant galaxies?  I have seen good people get very angry over 
what can appear to be completely unethical priorities; for instance should we send a probe to study Saturn 
when we could instead feed hungry children here on Earth?  These dilemmas will always be present, and they 
are not simple.  But I believe that God has called us to do BOTH:  that is, to serve the poor and the suffering, 
AND to explore and study his Cosmos.  In fact, it is those moments of great discovery and exploration, such as 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƴƻƻƴ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƻȅŀƎŜǊ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ WǳǇƛǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎǘƛŎ 
explorers, that lift the human spirit and give us pause to contemplate the larger context and meaning of our 
lives.  I have found kindred spirits, excited to learn about space, in both the western academic world and 
amongst the youngsters in impoverished, developing nations.  Curiosity and wonder bring us together.  We get 
a Biblical glimpse of this in Genesis, when God asks Adam to name all the animals.  The text gives the sense of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀǎ !ŘŀƳ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜΦ 

 And how should Christians view science and scientists?  Since science is a systematic search for truth, 
ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
άƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǾƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
discoveries of scientific truth.  Of course as human beings, scientists are sinful and fallible like everyone else.  
But the portrayal of science and scientists in the church should be a positive one.  In fact, historically a great 
many leading scientists have done their work as explicit service to God (e.g., Blaise Pascal and Johannes 
Kepler).  It should be no different today.  Our congregations should encourage young people to go into science, 
and to see this (and all noble careers) as service to God.  And imagine the difference it could make to the whole 
world if Christians would lead the use of science in a path compelled by love, compassion, and service! 

 

III. Understanding the natural world gives us a deeper knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 This third and most profound reason to infuse our worship with the study of nature is also the most 
enigmatic.  For most Christians, contemplating the majesty of creation ς the mountains and glaciers and 
planets and galaxies ς and the God responsible for it all, is quite different from communing with our Savior 
who healed the sick and died on a cross.  In fact these can seem to bear no relationship to each other at all, 
other than that Jesus is the beloved Son of God the Creator.  But I have discovered a profound truth that bears 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όάaŜǎǎƛŀƘέΣ ƻǊ ά/ƘƻǎŜƴ hƴŜέύ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
Redeemer, becoming incarnate as a man as divine remedy for the sins of humanity.  He is also profoundly 
described as the Living Word through whom the universe was created and is upheld: 

 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
with God.  He created everything there is. Nothing exists that he didn't make.  Life itself was in him, and this 

life gives light to everyone.  The light shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish 
ƛǘΦέ  (John 1, New Living Translation) 

 

And from Hebrews: 

 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ DƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 
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these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 
made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊŘΦέ   

όIŜōǊŜǿǎ мΣ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ bŜǿ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴύ 

 

Our worship should embrace the revelation that the Universe we explore was conceived and is continually 
upheld by our Savior.  That the Christ who lived among us for 33 years on earth as Jesus is also responsible 
ŦƻǊ ƎŀƭŀȄƛŜǎΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƻƭŜǎΣ ǇƭŀƴŜǘǎΣ ƻŎŜŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǊŎǳǇƛƴŜǎΦ  ¢ƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΥ  ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 
[ƻǊŘΣέ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΦέ  ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ [ƻǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ¢ƛƳŜ 
began?  Jesus. Who was Lord when the first galaxies coalesced and the first stars turned on?  Jesus.  Who was 
Lord as galaxies evolved and our own solar system came into being?  Jesus.  Who was Lord during all the 
epochs of life on Earth ς the Cambrian, the Pleistocene, the era of early hominids?  Jesus.  And who will be 
Lord as long as time exists, and forever outside of time as well?  Jesus. 

 No, this is not easy to contemplate and understand.  There are troublesome questions here.  We 
could ask, for instance, what was the Lord doing when thousands of species went extinct during the ice ages?  
Or what about Jesus on Earth:  did Jesus know all about the universe during his 33 years of human life?  If He 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ IŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǎǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƻǊ 
even other continents unknown to his peers?  Or more pointedly, did He already know how, for example, to 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛƻΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ IŜ ǘŜƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƛŦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΚ  LŦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ IƛƳΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 
that the Scriptures say that the human nature of Jesus had to learn through study and obedience, and I take 
on faith that He knew and said just what was needed to reveal during that period, nothing less and nothing 
more.  There is a deep sense that Jesus provided (and still provides) a new transformed mind and life, aligned 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ǳƴƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
nature through dedicated investigation. 

 Our worship of the Risen Christ should therefore acknowledge not only His victory over sin and death 
but also His Lordship over all time and space.  In this way, scientific discovery can lift the minds and hearts of 
believers to a deeper level of awe and reverence for the King of Kings and Lord of Lords Who is also Lord of 
all Creation. 

 There is another verse to the hymn of praise for Creation that opened this essay: 

 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on that Cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin 

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
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IV. Science can give us a better understanding of ourselves. 

 The scriptures teach that humans are made in the image of God.  The very Spirit of God can dwell 
within us!  That means a true uniqueness:  we can contemplate the meaning of our own lives, discern good 
and evil, and even pray to the Lord our Maker, expecting a response.  It is undeniable that we have 
Dominion over all other living things on Earth, for better or for worse.  So how can we benefit from scientific 
understanding? 

 Science can clear up what is, and what is not, unique and significant about humans.  This is not 
always comfortable knowledge.  For example, research is showing profound similarity between humans and 
other mammals, in terms of genetic makeup.  Studies of animal brains and behavior are showing emotions 
and social structures that are familiar to us.  Elephants grieve for years when a family member dies.  Several 
mammalian species are now known to develop tools and teach their young how to use them.  Some primate 
families are known both for profound family loyalty and also for occasional violent murderous raids on other 
clans.  What do we make of this?  Our increasing appreciation for the animal world should inspire better 
treatment of our non-human neighbors, based on compassion and knowledge of their needs.  But it need 
ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŜΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ άŘƻǿƴΣέ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
animal world can give us more of a sense of unity with the rest of Creation, and an appreciation for how 
they, too, are loved by God.  This is especially true if humans have a special relationship with God, as being 
ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ άŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴέ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
great care for our fellow creatures, whether they live in forests or farms or laboratories. 

 What about life elsewhere?  We are on the threshold of a very unique time in all the history of our 
astronomical discovery.  For the first time in human history, we are now actually detecting planets orbiting 
other stars.  It is no longer a mystery as to whether other solar systems exist.  Now the rapid quest amongst 
astronomers is to advance our technology so that we can find planets like Earth, if they exist, around other 
stars, rather than just the large Jupiter-like gas giant planets currently detected.  Given the rapid pace of 
ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŜȄǘǊŀ-ǎƻƭŀǊέ ǇƭŀƴŜǘǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ мл-20 years until we find a terrestrial planet like 
Earth with an atmosphere.  Will we find signs of life?  Finding even bacteria or fungus would be an amazing 
discovery.  It would show us that God has many living worlds under His watchful care.  But what would this 
mean for human significance?  What would it mean if there were actually intelligent civilizations out there?  
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦ 

 ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅŜǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǘŜŜƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ς we find life in every 
odd nook and cranny of planet Earth.  But in any case I believe the search is a good thing, and it does remind 
us that our significance before God is not due to our position in space or time, or even our uniqueness as 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ  hǳǊ ƭƛŦŜǎǇŀƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ DŀƭƛƭŜƻΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
our planet is not in the center of the solar system (and our Sun is not an unusual star, and it is not in the 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀƭŀȄȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ DŀƭŀȄȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜǎΧ
you get the picture).  And yet the magnificence of the Cosmos and the complexity of life as revealed by 
science show us that we are a part of something truly profound.  We are reminded through Scripture that 
our significance before God is because of His choice to love us, to have compassion on us, to give us life: 

 

ά!ǎ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ƘƛƳΤ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ 
ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘǳǎǘΦ  !ǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴΣ Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΧ   
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.ǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊ όǊŜǎǇŜŎǘύ ƘƛƳΧ tǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƭƭ 
Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴΦέ   όŦǊƻƳ tǎŀƭƳ млоύ 

 

King David came to this very conclusion, as he sang in Psalm 8: 

 

hƘ [ƻǊŘΣ ƻǳǊ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳŀƧŜǎǘƛŎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ bŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΗ Χ 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 
established, 

What are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for 

them?  [Yet] you made them a littler lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor. 

 

 ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
become better informed about science and more attuned to worshipping the God of all space and time.  But 
can scientific discovery also inspire more unity in the Body of Christ?  I believe so.  Over the past few years I 
have given virtually the same presentation on the beautiful and wondrous things we are discovering in 
astronomy, and the relationship to faith in Christ, to Christian groups ranging from very conservative Bible 
study groups to audiences at large evangelical outreach events and to even more liberal Protestant 
congregations.  I may mention the different ways Christians choose to interpret Scripture and relate it to 
science, but mostly I focus on the excitement of exploration, the beauty we see, and the resulting Praise to 
DƻŘΦ  L ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΥ  Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ άƻƪŀȅέ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
in God and accept scientific discoveries, and excitement, especially from youngsters, about joining the quest 
for exploration, and, from some, an expression of a deeper sense of humility and love for their Creator than 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΚ 

 

άCƻǊ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΤ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

- John Calvin (1509-64), Theologian and Reformer 
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