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Evolutionary Creation: A Christian Approach to Evolution

By DENIS O. L AMOUREUX

Evolutionary creation claims that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit created the universe and life
through an ordained, sustained, and design-reflecting evolutionary process. This view of origins fully
embraces both the religious beliefs of biblical Christianity and the scientific theories of cosmological,
geological, and biological evolution. It contends that the Creator established and maintains the laws of
nature, including the mechanisms of a teleological evolution. In other words, evolution is a planned and
purpose driven natural process. This position also argues that humans evolved from pre-human ancestors,
and over a period of time the Image of God and human sin were gradually and mysteriously manifested.
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Holy Spirit, they drink deeply from the Bible and enjoy an everlasting source of spiritual nourishment for
their soul. And these Christian evolutionists meet the Lord Jesus in a personal relationship, which at times
involves both dramatic and subtle answers to prayer as well as miraculous signs and wonders.

To be sure, the category of evolutionary creation seems like a contradiction in terms. This would
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is, if the former is fused to an atheistic worldview, and if the latter refers exclusively to creation in six literal
days about six thousand years ago. But evolutionary creationists reject the black-and-white categorization of
origins and move beyond the so-OF f f SR aS@2ft dziA2y @ad ONBIFGA2Y RSO
traps individuals into a dichotomy, leaving them with only two options, and limiting their ability to make
informed choices. The either/or view of origins has led many both inside and outside of the church to
assume that there is a conflict or warfare between scientific discoveries and Christian faith. Evolutionary
creation rejects this simplistic understanding of the relationship between science and religion, and
underlines that the origins dichotomy is a false dichotomy

¢CKS Y2aild AYLRZNIFYG 62NR Ay GKS GSNXY S@2f dziA 2\
evolutionists are first and foremost thoroughly committed and unapologetic creationists. They believe that
the world is a creation that is absolutely dependent for every instant of its existence on the will and grace of
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method through which the Lord made the cosmos and living organisms. This view of origins is often referred
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term, and makes the Creator secondary as merely a qualifying adjective. Such an inversion in priority is
unacceptable to me and other evolutionary creationists.
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wide variety of meanings today. Derived from the common Greek word for god (theos, the proper
definition of theism refers to belief in a personal god, like the God of Christianity. But as everyone knows,
there are many different gods, and consequently, countless uses of this word. Therefore, the term

1. The term intelligent design is quite controversial today. It is important to distinguish the biblical and traditional understanding of intelligent

design from that promoted by the Intelligent Design Movement (Intelligent Design Theory; e.g., Phillip E. Johnson, Michael Behe). The latter is a

narrow view of design and claims that design is connected to miraculous interventions (i.e., God-of-the-gaps miracles that introduce creatures
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a result, they could not have evolved through natural processes. Since this is the case, ID Theory should be termed InterventionistidDesign

Theory. In contrast, | uphold the scriptural and Christian view of intelligent design, which simply states that the creation impacts everyone,
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beauty, complexity, and functionality in the world strike people powerfully, leading most to believe that these features reflect the mind of a

creative intelligence .
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evolutionary creation distinguishes conservative Christians who love Jesus and accept evolution from the
evolutionary interpretations of deists (belief in the impersonal god-of-the-philosophers), pantheists
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new-age pagans (god is a divine force or entity in nature), and liberal Christians (Jesus is only an enlightened

human who never rose physically from the dead).

The EmbryologzEvolution Analogy

In order to explain their view of origins, evolutionary creationists begin by pointing out the
remarkable parallels between evolution and human embryological development in the womb. They argue
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universe and life collectively. Four analogous features between embryology and evolution include:

First, embryological and evolutionary processes are both teleological and ordained by God. In other
words, the creation of each person and the origin of the whole world were planned for a purpose. Neither
are a fluke or mistake. At conception, the DNA in a fertilized human egg is fully equipped with the necessary
information for a person to develop during the nine months of pregnancy. Similarly, the Creator loaded into
the Big Bang the plan and capability for the cosmos and living organisms, including humans, to evolve over
10¢15 billion years.

Second, divine creative action in the origin of individual human beings and everything in the world is
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womb the Lord came out of heaven and dramatically intervened to attach a nose, set an eye, or bore an ear
canal. Rather, everyone understands embryological development to be an uninterrupted natural process
that God subtly maintains during pregnancy. In the same way, evolutionary creationists assert that dramatic
divine interventions were not employed in the creation of the cosmos and living organisms, including
people. Instead, evolution is an unbroken natural process that the Lord sustained throughout eons of time.

Third, human embryological development in the microcosm of the womb and evolution in the
macrocosm of the world reflect intelligent design. That is, each is a natural revelation authored by the
Creator. Notably, these are non-verbal (Latin verbum word) divine disclosures in that they do not use actual
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Finally, spiritual mysteries are associated with both the embryological and evolutionary processes

that created humans. Men and women are utterly unique and distinguished from the rest of creation

because they are the onlycreatures who bear the Image of God, and they are the onlyones who have fallen

into sin. Christians throughout the ages have debated where, when, and how these spiritual realities are

manifested in the development of each individual. Yet history reveals that the church has not come to a

consensus on these questions, leading to the conclusion that these issues are beyond human understanding.

In other words, they are mysteries. Similarly, evolutionary creationists believe that the manifestation of
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evolutionists accept without any reservation the reality of these spiritual characteristics, but recognize that

comprehending their origin completely is beyond our creaturely capacity to know.
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Intelligent Design in Nature

To explain their view of origins further, evolutionary creationists are also quick to point out to fellow
Bible-believing Christians that their approach offers an expanded and more robust understanding of
intelligent design innature. ¢ KA & @SNERA2Y 2F (KS RSaA3dy | NBdzYSyid
evidence than that proposed by young earth creation (divine interventions created the entire world in six
literal days six thousand years ago; e.g., Henry Morris, Ken Ham) or progressive creation (divine interventions
introduced origin of living organisms at different times through six geological periods over 4.5 billion years of
earth history; e.g., Hugh Ross). At one level, evolutionary creation is in full agreement with these anti-
SP2t dziA2y I NBE LRaAGA2ya Ay GKIFIG RSaiAay Aa SOARSYI
consider the most complex structure knownt the human brain. This organ is an electrical circuitry marvel
with trillions of synaptic connections, and incredibly much of it develops in the womb beginning from only
one fertilized egg. The structure, function, and embryological development of the brain offer a breath-taking
level of elegant complexity that few deny reflects the work of an Intelligent Designer.

At another level, evolutionary creation moves beyond the anti-evolutionary positions to argue that
intelligent design is also expressed in the processes and mechanisms of evolution. The evolutionary
intelligent design argumentunderlines the majesty, foresight, and rationality mirrored in the natural
processes that created the universe and life across the eons of time. According to this position, the
RSOfINIiA2Yy 2F D2RQ&a 3Jft2NEB Ay GKS ONBIiGA2Yy SEGS
incredible self-assembling character of the natural world during the distant past. More specifically, design is
evident in the finely-tuned physical laws and initial conditions necessary for the evolution of the cosmos
through the Big Bang, and design is also apparent in the biological processes necessary for life to evolve,
including humans with their incredibly complex brains. Therefore, evolutionary creation offers a wider and
stronger design argument than the traditional formulation presented in young earth creation and progressive
creation by having an evolutionary component. This position also predicts that as the evolutionary sciences
advance, research will reveal a Creator with unimaginably more power, planning, and splendour than
previously believed in earlier generations. To the surprise of many, evolutionary creationists enjoy a greater
FYR Y2NB O2YLX SGS AydSttA3aSyd RSA&A I-gvolutionid GhvisBayf & F
brothers and sisters.

Many people today find it difficult, if not impossible, to see a relationship between evolution and

intelligent design. The leaders of the Intelligent Design Movement/Theory are responsible for this situation.
These anti-evolutionists, most of whom are basically progressive creationists, have thrust a large wedge
between design and evolution, creating a dichotomy. But this is another false dichotomy. Let me offer an
analogy to explain an evolutionary creationist perspective on the biblical fact that nature reflects intelligent
design and the scientific fact that the universe and life evolved entirely through natural processes.

LYF3AYS GKFEG D2RQa ONBFOGAGS | OGA2Y Ay GKS 2NJ
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2NBI YA &Ya I é-bal rghresent imaniti. KhS yoyng earth creationist depicts the Creator making
single shot after single shot with no miscues until all the balls are off the table. No doubt about it, that is
remarkable. A progressive creationist sees the opening stroke that breaks the rack of balls as the Big Bang,
from which the inanimate universe evolves by natural processes. All of the billiard balls labelled heavens and
earth are sunk by this initial shot. Then God sinks the balls that signify living organisms and humans
individually. That is even more impressive.
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Evolutionary creationists assert that the God-of-the-individual-shots, like the God-of-the-gaps who
intervenes intermittently in creating the world, fails to reveal fully the power and foresight of the Designer.
According to this Christian view of evolution, the breaking stroke is so finely tuned and incredibly precise that
not only are all the balls sunk, but they drop in order. It begins with those labelled heavens, then earth,
followed by living organisms, and finally the 8-ballt the most important ball in billiardst representing humans.
And to complete the analogy, the Lord pulls this last ball out of the pocket and holds it in His hands to depict
His personal involvement with men and women. Is such a God not infinitely more talented than that of the anti
-evolutionists? Are His eternal power and divine nature not best illustrated in the last example? Does not the
evolutionary creationist portrayal of the Creator provide the most magnificent reflection of intelligent design?
This is how | see design in evolution. Yet despite differences between Christians on how intelligent design arose
in the world, we must never forget that we stand united in affirming that nature clearly reflects the designing
intelligence of our Creator.

Interpreting the Biblical Accounts of Origins

The greatest problem with evolutionary creation is that it rejects the traditional literal interpretation of
the opening chapters of Scripture. Church history reveals that most believers have understood the biblical
accounts of origins to be a record of actual historical events. Even more troubling for evolutionary creation is
the fact that the New Testament writers, including Jesus Himself, refer to Genesis 1-11 as literal history (Matt
19:4¢6; Rom 5:12¢14; Heb 4:4¢7; 2 Pet 24cp 0 @ ¢ KSNBF2NBSX (GKS o0dzZNYy Ay 3 |
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In response, these Christian evolutionists first emphasize without any reservation the foundational
principle of biblical revelation. As Hebrews 1:1-h  Of SI NI & aidl iSazx aLy GKS L
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authors at a specific point in ancient history, using their languages, literary conventions, and ideas, including
their conception of the natural world. The ancient intellectual categories of the inspired writers were not set
aside, but employed in the process of biblical revelation. Christian evolutionists contend that there certainly is
science in the Bible, for that matter, state-of-the-art science. However, it is the science-of-the-day a few
thousand years ago in the ancient Near East. And like most science over time, it is improved, if not completely
replaced, with a better understanding of nature.

Evolutionary creationists recognize that the opening chapters of Scripture are a special type of
literature. That is, it is a unique genre, and most biblical scholars see Genesis 1-11 as a separate literary unit.
Consequently, conservative Christians today must respect the distinctive character of these biblical passages
and learn not to read their modern assumptions, expectations, or agendas into. theappreciation of the
type of literature that the Holy Spirit employed in biblical revelation is fundamental to grasping the inerrant
Messages of Faith. In particular, Genesis 1-11 features three characteristics: divine theology, ancient science,
and ancient poetry.

1. Divine Theology

First and foremost, the purpose of Genesis 1-11 is to offer a divine theology concerning the Creator and
His creation with special regard to men and women. This Holy Spirit-inspired revelation includes foundational
truths of the Christian faith: God created the world, the creation is very good, humans are the only creatures
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made in the Image of God, every man and woman has fallen into sin, and God judges humanity for their sinful
acts. These are Messages of Faith that change lives and upon which joyous and successful lives are built.
Evolutionary creationists assert that this divine theology is delivered by using an ancient scientific
understanding of nature and ancient poetic literary techniques. In the same way that the Lord personally
meets each of us wherever we happen to be, the Holy Spirit came down to the level of the ancient biblical
writers and employed their conceptualization of the physical world and their style of literature in order to
communicate as effectively as possible inerrant spiritual truths.

Therefore, evolutionary creation recognizes that the opening chapters of Genesis feature two basic
components: the Message of Faitlfinerrant divine theology), and an incidental vesselhich contains this
RAGAYS NBGStFiGA2Y 61 yOASyld aOASyOSklyOASyd LRSUON
to suggest that it is unimportant. On the contrary, the ancient science and ancient poetry are absolutely
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sciences and literary devices could have been used at different times in history to transport the identical
revelation. For example, if Genesis 1 were written today, the literary style might include a scientific format
with mathematical formulas, and the science could feature the evolutionary discoveries of modern
cosmology, geology, and biology. Evolutionary creationists emphasize that separating the Message of Faith
from the incidental ancient vessel is critical in understanding the biblical accounts of origins.

2. Ancient Science

Genesis 1-11 features an ancient science of the structure,

HEAVEN
operation, and origin of the universe and life. Figure lpresents the Realm of God
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chosen people, the Hebrews. It may come as a surprise to most Bible-

reading Christians, but a 3-tier universe is found in the Word of God. A
few of these ancient conceptions of the natural world include: ~~ s |
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the Old Testament (Hebrew: Q S NaBd®50 times in the New Testament
(Greek: ge). Never once is this word referred to as spherical or round.
Instead, the universe in the Scripture is compared to a tent with the
earth as its floor (Ps 19:4, Ps 104:2, Is 40:22). , , ,
Figure 1. The Jier UniverseThe

A circumferential sea borders a circular earth. Proverbs 8:22¢31  regional geography led ancient Near
and Job 26:7¢14 describe the creation of the world. The former states, Eastern people to the reasonable
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enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like caspian Seas north, Persian Gulf east,

grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads and Arabian and Red Seas south.
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A solid domed structure holds up a body of water over the earth. Created on the second day of
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104:2-3).

The sun moves across the sky. Created and placed in the firmament on the fourth day of creation,
RFAf&@ Y2@0SYSyd 2F adzy A& F2dzyR Ay YAy3 {2
KdZNNA Sa G2 GKS L FOS gKSNB AdG NraSaé 0900
SYR 2F (KS KSI@Sya IyR YI{1Sa Ada OANDdaAG G2

Of course, many Christians are quick to point out
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of being a blue body of water overhead; and the
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and setting every day. However, to ancient
peoples like the biblical authors, these are descriptions of the actual structure and operation of the
universe. As history reveals, the notion that the earth was immovable and that the sun moved daily across
the sky was part of astronomy up until the early seventeenth century. In fact, this was the issue of the
Galileo controversy.
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Figure 2. Phenomenological Perspectives.

Scripture does indeed employ phenomenological language to describe the natural world. But there is
a critical and subtle difference between what the biblical writers saw and believed to be real in the universe,
and what we see and know to be a scientific fact. Observation in the ancient world was limited to unaided
human senses, like the naked eye. Today scientific instruments, like telescopes, have broadened our view
and understanding of the cosmos. As a result, it is essential to appreciate that statements in Scripture about
nature are from an ancient phenomenological perspectiw&hat the biblical authors and other ancient
peoples saw with their eyes, they believed to be real, like the literal rising and setting of the sun. In contrast,
we view the world from a modern phenomenological perspecive 2 KSy ¢S 4SS GKS :
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Therefore, it is crucial that these different viewpoints of nature not be confused and conflated together. This
is the problem with the so-Ol f f SR G LIKSy2YSy2f 23A0Ff fy3dza 3S I N
often heard in churchest it reads the ancient science in Scripture through a modern mindset and
perspective. To correct this situation, we must read our Bible through ancient eyes. Figure 2distinguishes
between ancient and modern phenomenological perspectives.

It is important to note that ancient peoples also understood the origin of life from an ancient
phenomenological point of view. Biological evolution was not even a consideration because in the eyes of
the ancients, hens laid eggs that always produced chicks, ewes only gave birth to lambs, and women were
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invariably the mothers of human infants. Living organisms were therefore static and never changed. In
conceptualizing origins, they used these day-to-day experiences and retrojected (to cast back) them to the
beginning of creation. Ancient peoples came to the very reasonable conclusion that life (and the universe)
Ydza G KI @S 6SSy ONBFGSR ljdzaolfte FyR O2YLX SiStex a
éde novoONB | (i A 2dé&fromd fovus few), this was the best origins science-of-the-day. It appears in

most ancient creation accounts and it involves a divine being/s who acts rapidly through a series of dramatic
interventions, resulting in cosmological structures and living creatures that are mature and fully formed.

With this being the case, it becomes evident that the God-of-the-gaps model of divine creative action is
ultimately rooted in de novaocreation, an ancient origins science.

Recognizing that the Word of God features an ancient science is troubling to most conservative
Christians, because they believe that statements in Scripture about the physical world are inerrant and
absolutely true. Many assume that the Holy Spirit revealed scientific facts in the Bible thousands of years
0STF2NBE (GKSANJI RAA020OSNE o0& Y2RSNYy &a0OASyOSo Ly 20f
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same way that the powerful Messages of Faith in Scripture penetrate our heart and remodel our mind (Heb
4:12, Rom 12:2), Christian evolutionists contend that the incidental ancient science in the Bible must also
penetrate and remodel our understanding of biblical inerrancy.

Evolutionary creationists are not disturbed by the fact that Scripture includes an ancient science. For
GKFG YIFIGGSNE (KSeé SELISOGSR AGZ | yR twihelingarndtion e NI €
Creator not only came down from heaven and took on human flesh in the person of Jesus, but He also
embraced the intellectual categories-of-the-RIF @ @ ¢ KS [ 2NR aLkR2{1S ! N} YFA0Z
first century Palestine; and He preached using parables, indicating that He used the ordinary ideas and
concepts of the people at that time. For example, Jesus often employed the agricultural knowledge of His
listeners in the parables of the good sower (Mk 4:1-9), the weeds (Matt 13:24-30), and the mustard seed
(Matt 13:31-32). Of particular interest is the last parable. The Lord used the botany-of-the-day in stating that
0KS YdzadlI NR a4aSSR A& GOKS avrtftsSadag 2F¥ |ttt aSSRat¢
other words, Jesus accommodated or descended to the knowledge level of His ancient audience.
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is an accommodation by the Holy Spirit to the conceptual level of the inspired authors and their readers. For
example, they believed the blue of the sky was a body of water that God made on the second day of
creation. But today modern science has determined that this is a visual effect due to the scattering of short
wave light in the upper atmosphere. Despite these radically different understandings of the physical world,
the inerrant Message of Faith remains steadfast: the blue body/effect overhead was created by God.
Evolutionary creationists emphasize that it is inconsequential to the divine theology whether or nor
statements about nature in Scripture are scientifically accurate and actually describe physical reality. The
powerful spiritual truths concerning the natural world transcend the incidental vessel of the ancient science
that transports them. Or stated another way, the biblical notion of creation does not focus on how God
created, but that He created.
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3. Ancient Poetry

Genesis 1-11 includes ancient poetry. Of course, the term FORMLESS EMPTY
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definition, it refers simply to a structured writing style in contrast to SDaV 1 Day 4

. . . . . eparate Decorate

a free flowing narrative. Figure 3reveals that the six day creation  Light/ Dark Sun, Moon & Stars
account features two parallel panels. This passage opens with the Day 2 Day 5

iri i i Separat Decorat
Spirit of God hovering over a formless and emptylea.rth shrouded in |, >°Pae g S ug
darkness and submerged under water. The description of the earth ~ Waters Below Sea Creatures
using rhyming Hebrew words (tohu: formless; bohu empty) Day 3 Day 6
immediately attracts the attention of ancient readers and points to  \eqog ey O sy PO

the structure of Genesis 1. In the first three days God deals with the
problem of formlessness, while during the last three days He
resolves the emptiness. Striking parallels also emerge between the
two panels. On the first day of creation, God makes light. This
corresponds to the creation of the sun, moon, and stars on the
fourth day. The Creator then separates the waters above from the waters below during the second day,
providing an air space for birds and a sea for marine creatures made on the fifth day. On the third creation

day, God commands dry land to appear in anticipation of land animals and humans created during the sixth

day. Theso-Ol f f SR G O2yGNI RAOGAZ2YEé 2F GKS ONBIlIlUA2y 27F f
respected, because obviously it is poetic license on the part of the inspired writer.

Figure 4shows that ancient poetry also appears in
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chiasm. This is a common literary device used by

Day 7
Sabbath
God'’s Day of Rest
Figure 3. Genesis 1: Creation Account Parallel
Panels.

A Noah & his sons Shem, Ham & Japheth (5:2-10)
B Promise to flood & to establish Covenant (12-18)

C Preservation of life & food for sustenance (19-22) ) i . 7 .
D Command to enter ark (:1-3) ancient Near Eastern writers, including the Holy Spirit-
E 7 days waiting for earth to flood (-10) inspired biblical authors. A chiastic structure is made
F 40 days waters increase & ark floating (11-17 up of two parts. The first half is a mirror image of the
- 150 days Watere prevail (1529 second half, producing a reversed sequence of ideas or
CENTER GOD REMEMBERS NOAH (1) » proaucing _ qu i
G’ 150 days (end of) waters abate (25 words. Especially noticeable in the biblical flood chiasm
F’ 40 days (end of) waters decrease & ark resting «-6) are the matching days of 7s, 40s, and 150s. Such a
g’ C7 days (‘jpe”l°ds of) "’("a"'”g for earth to dry -14 technique facilitated ancient peoples to memorize
’ t % . .
, OV IR art L these accounts. In particular, the chiasm focuses the
C Multiplication of life & food for sustenance (a:1-7)

reader to the middle of the structure and the main
message of the passage, which in the flood account is
GKFd d&D2R NBYSYOSNBR b2l KE
the central spiritual truth in this passage to all
generations of Christians is that the Lord remembers righteous men and women despite any flood of

trouble that may inundate and submerge them.

B’ Promise not to flood again & to remember Covenant (s-17)
A’ Noah & his sons Shem, Ham & Japheth (18-19)

Figure 4. Genesis-8: Flood Account Chiasm.

In light of the poetic structures present in the biblical creation and flood accounts, evolutionary
creationists doubt that Genesis 1-11 offers a historical record of actual events. As most Christians know,
NEBFf KAAG2NER &aAYLX & R2Sa y20 dzy¥2fR Ay OKAlIava
nation develop in a chiasm? Is the historical record of the church structured in parallel panels? Or better,
do the ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus emerge in these brilliantly crafted poetic structures? The
lyagSN) G2 Fff GKSaS ljdzSatdAz2ya Aa ay2¢é o0SOldzasS i
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poetic frameworks in Genesis 1-11 are calling out to us not to read these passages as literal facts of history.
That is, the Bible itselfis pointing away from the traditional literal interpretation.

To be sure, suggesting that the first chapters of Scripture are not an account of actual events in the
origin of the universe and life is threatening to most conservative Christians. However, this does not in any
gl & dzyRSNXYAYS D2RQ& 22NR® ¢KS [ 2f& {LANARG AyaLl
faith. Instead, this proposal only challenges our traditional assumptionthat scientific concordism is an
inerrant feature of Genesis 1-11. Of course, it is reasonable to assume an accord or alignment between
Scripture and science. After all, God is both the Creator of the world and the Author of the Bible. But the
jdzSadA2y A&a GKAaY La AO0OASYGAFTAO O2yO2NRAAY { NHzSK
ancient science. Once again, the Scripture itselfis pointing away from the traditional literal interpretation.
Consequently, in reading the biblical accounts of origins, Christians today must separate, and not
conflate, the inerrant Messages of Faith from their incidental ancient scientific and poetic vessel. To
illustrate the application of this Message-Incident Principle of scriptural interpretation, consider one of the
most important passages in the New Testamentt the Kenotic Hymn (Phil 2:5-11). In highlighting the fact
that God emptied Himself and came down to the level of humans in the person of Jesus, the apostle Paul
writes:

Therefore, God exalted Him [Jesus] to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, [1] in heaven and [2] on earth and [3] under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (v. 9-11)

Regrettably, English Bibles do not translate fully

GKS 2NAIAYIE DNBS1® «a MESSAGE OF FAITH 5 &

NEYRSNBR aiKS dzyRSNB 2| Divine Theology FI C
. . God created the world

the Greek word katachthonionin this verse refers The world is very good

to the beings down (kata) in the chthonic GENES'S 1-11 Humans created in Image of God

: Humans are sinful

(chthoniog or subterranean realm (cf., Matt God judges humans for sin

12:40; Eph 4:9¢10; 1 Pet 3:19). Nevertheless, the

Message of Faith in this passage is cleart Jesus is INCIDENTAL VESSEL

Lord of the entire creation. And Paul delivers this Ancient Science

inerrant spiritual truth by using the incidental SOOI s SOD

science-of-the-dayt the 3-tier universe. Similarly, Ancient Poetry

in the opening chapters of Genesis, we must Genesis 1 parallel panels

separate the eternal Messages from the Genesis 6-9 chiasm

incidental vessels as presented in Figure 5 Figure 5. Genesis-11 and the Messagéncident Principle.

The Two Divine Books in a Complementary Relationship

Evolutionary creation embraces the time-honored belief that divine revelation flows from two major
sources¢ g KS . 221 2F D2RQa 22NRAa lyR GKS .221 2F D2R
relationship between Scripture and science in understanding origins. The Latin complere from which derives
GKS $g2NR GO2YLX SYSYUlI NEz¢ YSIya ad2 FAYyAaKE | yR
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adding something that is lacking in order to make complete. Therefore, together the Two Divine Books fulfill
each other; alone they are incomplete. Science reveals how the Creator made this spectacular design-
reflecting world, while the Bible declares precisely who created itt the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The most compelling argument for evolutionary creation is that it accepts without any reservations
both biblical faith and modern science. This position frees us from the chains the origins dichotomy and the
science-religion warfare myth, both of which have imprisoned many minds throughout most of the
twentieth century. Evolutionary creation meets the yearning of a scientific generation in search of spiritual
meaning. In particular, it offers an intellectually satisfying worldview for those who experience the Lord in a
personal relationship and know His creation through science. Though this position recognizes that science
and religion operate within their respective domains, it does not suffer from the intellectual schizophrenia
of placing them in isolated airtight compartments. Instead, evolutionary creation features an integrated
worldview and takes pleasure in a respectful and fruitful dialogue between the best science today and the
foundations of historic Christianity.

Evolutionary creationists also enjoy freedom from scientific concordism. Instead of tearing the words
of Scripture out of their lexical and historical contexts in order to harmonize them with modern science,
these Christians are neither embarrassed nor apologetic for the obvious ancient science in the Bible. For
example, there is no need to twist and manipulate the Hebrew word NJ- |j (fradit#nally and best translated
Fa GFANXYIYSYGé0E YR KSy OfFAY GKIFIG AOG0 NBFSNE 0
God created a hard dome overhead, and evolutionary creationists recognize that this is an accommodation
to ancient peoples by the Holy Spirit, in order to reveal the Message of Faith that He is the Creator of the
KSI@Syad Ly fA3IKIG 2F GKS FyOASyld &aOASyOS Ay D2R!
scientific facts revealed before their discovery, but a book of inerrant, life-changing, spiritual truths.
Christian evolutionists are free as well from the God-of-the-gaps. This idea of divine creative action
sees the Creator as a tinkering meddler who intervened sporadically into the world to add creatures and/or
missing parts. From this perspective, God made the original creation incomplete. But instead of looking for
GAFLIAE HKSNB |'S LIzNLIRZ2NISRfe SyadSNBR (2 ONBI OGS
apparent in the robust self-assembling character of the evolutionary continuum of life, from the first
Y2t SOdz Sa (2 KdzYly oSAy3ad !'yR AYAGSIFER 2F FTSIFNRY
2F adzlIl2ASR a3FLAE Ay yYFEGdz2NBI S@2tdziiz2zyl NBE ONBI |
1y26ft SRAIS FyR OflAY GKS&AS a RSOfINIGA2ya 2F (KS
GAOUK S@2tdziAz2y LINRPOfIAY (GKS FFIAOKTdzZ ySaa 2F D2RQ
Evolutionary creation is the only Christian view of origins that offers a unified vision of science. It
does not postulate that those practising certain scientific disciplines are intellectually incompetent or
spiritually deceived. There is no discrimination between sciences dealing with the daily operation of the
world and those investigating its past origins. And evolutionary creation does not segregate evolutionary
biology from cosmology and geology. For example, young earth creation has a disjointed understanding of
science. On the one hand, it rejects the evolutionary sciences. Yet on the other hand, these anti-
evolutionists support and even practice modern engineering and medical sciences, accepting research built
on the assumption that natural processes feature robust regularity. Similarly, progressive creation has a
double standard in its science. It affirms the evolution of the inanimate universe as offered by cosmological
and geological sciences, but dismisses the unifying principle of biological science that life evolved.

However, these are false dichotomies that originate ultimately from the assumption that Scripture
features scientific concordism and a God-of-the-gaps understanding of divine creative action. In contrast,
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evolutionary creationists uphold the unity and coherence of all the natural sciences, because

scientific discovery is ultimately rooted in God. They believe that the Creator has made a world that

faithfully follows His ordained and sustained natural laws and processes, and they embrace the belief

that He has gifted us with marvellous minds and the ability to investigate the physical world. Through
a0ASYOSs ¢S Oly GKAY]l D2RQ&a (K2dzZaAKa&Ga FFaGSNI LAY |
life. In fact, Christian evolutionists believe that every scientific discipline is a gift from the Lord,

including the evolutionary sciences.

To conclude, evolutionary creation offers a healthy and balanced complementary relationship
0SG6SSYy Y2RSNYy &40ASYyOS IyYR [/ KNRAGAIY TFIFIAGKD® ¢KA
SFNIe& aSgSyiSSyitK OSydGdaNE gAGK DFfAfS2Qa adNRy
evolutionary sciences and the biblical accounts of origins. This historic episode led many believers to
realize that the Bible is not a book of science, but a book of salvation. Christians who accept
S@p2tdziAz2y A& D2RQa YSUK2R 2F ONBIGA2Y | NB SaLlsc
LJ2 LJdzf F NAT SRY da¢KS AyaSyidiazy 2F GKS 1 2f& {LANAG
KSIH @Sy 32Sadé wSHgNARGGSY F2NJ KS OKdAzZNOK (2RI &3 ¢
and sisters in Christ to understand:

The intention of the Bible is to teach us that God is the Creator,
and not how the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit created

Denis O. Lamoureux is an associate professor of seambeligion at St. Joseph's
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studies, biology and dentistry, focuses his work on the modern origins controversy.
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major work is the bookvolutionary Creationin which he argues that the simple
either/or approach to origins prohibits people from making informed choices.

R |
Yy I N

95L¢ChwQhN®MBEYNE & LldzofAaKSR Ay WdzyS Hnno & a9@2ftdziAz2yl NE
@ad | NBI (G AGuk 39525 B-R2RBvised anglincludes modified excerpts from

my books Evolutionary Creation: A Christian Approach to Evol{fi6d8) and | Love Jesus and

| Accept Evolutio2009). Now republished as "Evolutionary Creation: Moving Beyond the Evolution Versus Creation

Debate,” Christian Higher Educatip®:1 (2010), 28-48

11 Evolutionary Creation: A Christian Approach to Evolution
By DENIS O. L AMOUREUX




